
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

(All patients’ names are changed to protect their identity.) 
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 Dr Hamlin has spent more than 50 years working in Ethiopia. This is how it all began:   

“I graduated in medicine at the University of Sydney, Australia, in 1946. I had decided to study medicine in my last 
year at school, but it was during my fifth year of university that I had one of the most defining experiences of my 

life. I went to hear a famous missionary speaker, Reverend Hugh Paton in Sydney and was deeply moved by his 
message. It prompted my desire, and my conviction that some day I would help others in this world. So in actual 
fact, it was my time at Sydney University that completely set the course of my life to spend more than half a 
century in Ethiopia with the poorest, most wretched  patients of all. I believe God guided Reg. (Dr Catherine’s late 
husband) and me to Ethiopia. We were searching for more fulfilling work in a developing country and we answered 
an advertisement in The Lancet medical journal for gynaecologists needed in Addis Ababa. It was to set up a school 
of midwifery - we had no idea this opportunity would lead to our life’s work. 

We had never seen an obstetric fistula before arriving in Ethiopia; it was an academic rarity. We initially worked at 
the Princess Tsehai Memorial Hospital in Addis Ababa, and as news of our success in saving lives and curing 
obstetric fistula spread, more and more patients followed. 

In 1974 we founded the Addis Ababa Fistula Hospital. I have a tremendous love for the work and the people. The 
plight of our poor patients is so terrible; what we are trying to do is to prevent these injuries and wake up the 

world.” 



And this story has turned „full circle‟ for the work the Drs Hamlin initially went to Ethiopia to 
do - that of training midwives - has come to fruition. The Hamlin Midwifery College is doing a 
tremendous work in placing midwives in rural areas. We report on the 2017 Hamlin Midwifery 
Graduation Ceremony which took place on Saturday 15th July.  It was the seventh graduation 
since the college began and two of our UK Trustees, Beverley and Greg, were there for the 
occasion.  

The Dean of the Hamlin College, Ato 
Zelalem Belete, spoke to the graduates at 
the ceremony and here is a part of his 
message:   

 You have each had many deliveries and also 
managed different complications. Our hope 
is that you will carry the Hamlin name with 
respect and commitment. Please behave 
honourably in your duties, practice 
professionally and be kind to all your patients because these are vulnerable people to whom 
you are their only advocate at the time of need. It must be a very proud moment for you. 
Chasing your dream requires all your effort and passion. Hard work isn‟t over when you 
graduate; it‟s just a break as you enter the new battlefields of life. I wish you the best in your 
future endeavours and would like to assure you that the Hamlin College of Midwives will stand 
beside you in your effort to improving maternal and newborn health care in the rural part of 
the country. Remember, to succeed in life align your education with your skills, goals and 
dreams. Good luck and congratulations.   

 

Message to the Graduates from the Vice-Dean 
of the College, Sr. Marit Legesse,  

This is a new chapter in your lives and it is a 
moment you will remember for the rest of 
your lives. It is also a moment when we 
honour you in the effort you have put into 
your four years of study at our College. We 

are so happy that you have achieved this great milestone. We are grateful to Dr Catherine 
Hamlin who laid the foundation and enabled you to follow your dreams of becoming midwives. 



We are also thankful to our partners who have supported your efforts to realise your dreams. 
You will play a central role in health service delivery including breastfeeding promotion, use of 
family planning and advice on immunisation. Finally I would like to stress that no one midwife 
achieves good results alone, but through engaging herself in a team with other health 
professionals and voluntary groups. I wish you all success in your future career, and 
congratulations!  

As well as the Dean, Vice Dean, Tutors and teachers playing their vital roles in training these 
students, there are others who help in many ways working quietly and efficiently. 

 

Security Officers and Gardeners 



The following story is of Sr Belaynesh, one of the graduates from 2014. 

Soon after graduating from the Hamlin college in 2014, Sr. Belaynesh was deployed to one of 
the Hamlin supported health centres in the north, near to Bahir Dar.  

She started her professional career within the community where she was born and raised, and 
knows its tradition and culture very well.  

 

Sr. Belaynesh says, “I am here fully dedicated to   
contribute my share in realising my heroine, Dr 
Hamlin's, lifelong dream of a midwife for every 
mother, and I believe I am doing right thing. I feel I 
am serving the people who have helped to make 
me what I am today and I feel very proud of that. 
With its high standard teaching facilities and 
beautiful site, the College has created a very 
conducive learning environment where students 

are able to focus on their study and graduate as the 
best skilled midwives. That is what the College has 

done for me in my four years‟ stay.”  

During her training, Sr. Belaynesh attended over 100 safe deliveries - a proof of the professional 
quality of the Hamlin graduates, where most of them have attended close to or even more than 
Sr. Belaynesh.  

 

Along with other Hamlin trained colleagues, she 
has been leading the general maternal 
healthcare service of Yifag Health Centre for 
the past two years and they have made a 
significant change - there has been no maternal 
death reported during deliveries. 

Within its support package, Hamlin Fistula 
Ethiopia has renovated the delivery room, 
supplied medical equipment and is now working 
hard to bring an immediate and permanent solution to the shortage of rooms at the clinic.    

 



There is nothing like holding your baby for the very 
first time. The joy and love you feel is 
immeasurable. But too many expectant mothers 
look forward to the birth and are met with 
heartache and pain as they are told that their baby 
is stillborn, their baby did not get the chance to 
take its first breath.  

There are still many women who are denied this 
wonderful moment. It is not just the baby who is in 
danger; complications can be life-threatening to the 
mother also. About 830 mothers around the world 
die from pregnancy or child-related complications 

every day. (This figure is from a Research Paper submitted to HMC 2017) Mothers who have 
not  been able to access antenatal care during pregnancy have no knowledge of the danger signs    
they must be aware of, but now, in Ethiopia, in many rural areas and with fully trained midwives       
in attendance, we can see the difference this makes to the lives of so many families. This is the 
fulfilment of Dr Hamlin‟s dream.  

  

 

With so many healthy mothers and infants 
able to return home, this is what fistula 
prevention and quality maternal care looks 
like. 

  

 

 

            Thanks expressed by some of the midwives:  

 

“God gives us what we can handle, God helps us handle what we are given.” 

“Wubye, you have sacrificed a lot in your life so that I wouldn‟t have to sacrifice anything in 
mine. Thank you for being a perfect mom.” 

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.                                                         
Thanks to my beloved husband and my family.” 



 

Dr. Hamlin says, “We have got 
so much going on in medicine 
today, and we have been unable 
to save women in labour. We 
can‟t help being upset to know 
that beautiful young women die 
in labour. Now we have our 
midwives who are doing good 
work. I would like to see our 
hospitals eventually become    
maternity hospitals.”  

 

      Dr Hamlin congratulates a graduate - seen here 
with Zelalem and medical secretary, Fikirte. 

 

Below, congratulations from Mamitu, a 
survivor of fistula injuries and now a 
renowned fistula surgeon. 

 

 

 

 

Students learn much during their degree courses - and not 
just from text-books:- “When you join Hamlin Fistula 
Ethiopia, in general it is not just the academic study that  
you learn but it is beyond that, you will also learn humanity 
and living for others in need. The real life experience to 
care for others and to love them is only of Hamlin‟s 
quality. Thank you to the whole Hamlin community for sharpening my 
future in a right manner”.   

  

Deployment Map 2017 



2017 Graduates   

 

  

 

 

There is a file for every patient seen at the 
Hamlin hospitals and every one is because of 
your generosity.  

Finally, on behalf of the women and babies in 
Ethiopia we at Hamlin Fistula UK thank you for 
your support.  



  

 John Chassar Moir was a professor of obstetrics and gynaecology in Oxford who achieved 
distinction for his repair of vesico-vaginal fistulae. He wrote: No branch of surgery calls for greater 
resource, never is patience so sorely tried and never is success more dependent on the exercise of 
constant care both during  operation and even more perhaps, during the anxious days of convalescence. 
But never is the reward greater.  
  

The Hamlins first came to Birmingham in 1967 on a fundraising tour. Dr Reginald 
Hamlin lectured at the University of Birmingham, which has a Medical School with 
an outstanding record as a teaching hospital. The Charity was formed immediately 
after this visit to support them in their wonderful healing work.  

There are many ways you can support us. 

A direct gift of cash 

A regular gift by „standing order‟ 

A gift by CAF cheque 

Payroll giving 

 

A CAF Card or Credit Card through our secure website– just click on „Ways of 
Giving‟. There are special arrangements to give relief from Inheritance Tax on 
bequests, and from Capital Gains Tax on gifts of shares. 

If you wish your contribution to be a Gift Aid donation, please complete and sign 
the form below and return it to the Company Secretary  

 

Mr Laurence Parkes, 

 Hamlin Fistula UK,  

4 Nimmings Road,                                                                          

 Halesowen,  

West Midlands, B62 9JJ 

 

 



Please accept the enclosed donation for the work of the Addis Ababa Fistula 
Hospital through the Charity Hamlin Fistula UK.   

Cheque attached   £…………………………….. 

Title…………..       Forename(s)……………………………    
Surname…………………………... 

Address……………………………………………………………………………………………
….…………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….                                        

 If you wish to Gift Aid this donation, please tick               and sign below   

Signature……………………………………………………..   Date ……………..………………    

 

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the 

current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all of my donations; it is my 
responsibility to pay any difference.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hamlin Fistula UK is a Company Limited by Guarantee 
Registered in England.   No: 08457433 

 

 

 



Merchandise for Sale 

 

 

 

 

 Dr Hamlin‟s first Book   “The Hospital by the River”                              
£5 each (if collected from office)  or by post £8 each   
                                                                                                    
Qty: ……..Book(s) @ £8.00 (within UK)        £ …………………..   
 

 
 
  Dr Hamlin‟s second Book   “Catherine‟s Gift”                                      
£5 each (if collected from office)  or by post £8 each    
                                                                                                   
Qty: ………Book(s) @ £8.00  (within UK)  £ …………………. 
 

 
 Logo Lapel Pin                                                                                
£1 each (if collected from office) or by post in multiples of 4 pins  
                                                                                    at £5      

                 Qty: …...packs of 4 pins @ £5 (within UK)    £………………………......  
 

 
 Hamlin Fistula Key Ring 2 cm diameter.                                               
£1 each (if collected from office) or by post in multiples of 4 
rings at £5                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Qty: …..packs of 4 rings @ £5 (within UK)   £……………………….... 

 

Please phone office to arrange time for personal 

Collections: 0121 559 3999 

Orders by post will be despatched on receipt of payment 



Do you internet shop at Amazon, eBay, John Lewis, Next and many more 
favourite retailers?                                                                                         
May we suggest that you Register at:   http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/          
and then put it in your Favourites. (Bookmark).  

Instead of going directly to Amazon, etc. find the retailer through          
easyfundraising.org.uk   

Click on it and shop.  

Remember to say you are supporting “Hamlin Fistula UK” - every purchase 
makes a contribution to the Charity with no additional cost to yourselves. Do 
investigate it.  
  

 
 
Notelets  £2.50 per pack of 6   (if collected from office)                                               
or by post in multiples of 4 packs of 6 at £12                                                                                                                        
Qty: …… packs of 6 notelets @ £12 (within UK) £…………….... 
 

 
“Two for One”     

This 16 page soft cover A5 book tells the story of the life of a 
fistula patient.    £1 each or by post -4 copies for £5 

Qty: ……….. X 4copies @ £5      
 

                                         
 
   Bookmarks    
  £1 each or by post – up to 15 bookmarks please add £1                                                                                                                

Qty:  ……….@ £1 each plus £1 p&p - for up to 15 bookmarks                                                              
£……………………….                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 
 

 
 

Obstetric Fistula is a humiliating   
condition caused by obstructed    

labour, leaving mothers with 
horrific childbirth injuries.                      
Their babies are almost           

always stillborn. 

These mothers come to us    
destitute, wearing nothing but 
urine soaked clothes and more 

often than not, they are        
barefoot. 

With your help they can be       
transformed into beautiful  
young women with a new     

start in life.  

Each Bookmark purchased    
provides money to enable   
more fistula sufferers to          
receive this life changing         
surgery enabling them to      

have a live baby. 


